LOOS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Shallow  Pool, 

Looe,  Cornwall, 

23rd.  September,  1946, 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1945. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Looe  Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I  now  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  your 
District,  together  with  comparative  figures  and  statistics  for  the 
year  1945,  As  1945  was  partly  a  war  year  the  figures  are  as 
accurate  as  it  is  possible  to  give  them,  but  I  think  you  will  agree 
that  the  population  and  Birth  rate  figures  especially  do  not  agree 
with  those  here  stated,  all  the  Births  registered  from  Polvellan 
have  been  transferred  to  the  districts  from  which  the  mothers  came. 

Statistics  and  Social  conditions  of  the  Area: 


Area  in  Acres., . . . . . .  1649-§- 

P  o  pu  lation . , . . « . . . . . .  3782 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.. . . . .  1148 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate,. . . .  £151 

Rateable  Value............. . .  . . .  £37529 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 


Live  Births  .......  Males . ..Females . ..Total 

28.  15  43 

Legitimate  21  14  35 

Illegitimate  71  8 

Live  Birthrate  per  1000  population..... . . . 11.34 

Live  Birthrate  for  England  and  Wales...., . 16,1 

ihe  actual  number  of  Births  registered  in  Looe  was  258 
213  of  these  registrations  are  not  credited  to  Looe  aroa  and  if 


included  would  have  given  Looe  68,  per  1000, 

Vaccination  and  Re-vaccination. 

Successful  vaccinations. . . .32 

Re-vacc  inat  ions . . 3 

Total  35 


Deaths  in  1945 

Cause  of  Death  . 

Mai es. . . , 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

1. 

1. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

1. 

1. 

Cancer  of  ether  Sites 

3. 

4. 

7. 

Syphilitic 

Vascular  Regions  of  the 

1. 

1. 

Brain 

2. 

2. 

4. 

Heart  Diseases 

9. 

10, 

19. 

Bronchitis 

1. 

1. 

Pneumonia 

1. 

1. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs.) 

2. 

2. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

-  1  -  v 

2. 

2. 

Deaths  (contd) . 


Cause  of  Death . Males, ....... .Females . . . Total, 

ITephritis  4.  2.  6, 
Violence"  1,  1* 
All  other  causes  3,  3, 


25,  24.  49, 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  . . . 12.9 

Deathrate  per  '*^00  population  Enland  and  Wales.. . H.4 

Infectious  Diseases  In  1945.  Total 


Acufco  Polio-myelitis  1. 
Scarlet  fever  2. 
Tuberculosis  2. 
Pneumonia  12. 
Puerperal  pyrexia  1. 
Erysipelas  2, 
Oplrthalnia  neonatorium  20 
WHOOPING  COCJGH  28. 
MEASLES  71. 


TOTAL  121. 


88  of  these  cases  occurred  during  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year, 
during  which  time  many  more  people  we  re  "billeted  upon  the  town  than 
during  normal  times. 

Diphtheria  Inmuni sat  ion 

During  1945  the  figures  for  Immunisation  are  as  follows 

Children  under  5  years.  Children  from  5-15*  Total. 

70,  29.  99. 

The  total  figures  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Children  Immunised  in 

Lo  o  e  e 

1931- 1935, . . .1936-1940. . .1941. . .1942. . . .1943. . .1944. . . .1945 
10-15yrs,  5-lCyrs.  4  yrs.  3  yrs.  2  yrs,  lyr.  under  1  yr, 

224  220  50  61  83  21  NIL 

Total . 639. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  1945. 


Loco  with  Eorval  and  fet .  Martin's  Nursing  Association. 
Details  of  work  done  by  Nurses  during  year  1945. 


General  Nursing  visits 

1396 

Mat  c-rri i t y  visits 

115 

Casual  visits,  unclassified 

66 

Health 

*.•401 

An  be- Natal 

47 

Infant  We If ar  e 

27 

-3- 


Loce  Infant  Wei  faro  Centro,, 


4 

Chi Idren 
Under  T  yea:? 


1-5  years 


Total  Attendances 


262 


747 


Humber  of  Meetings  41 
Meetings  attended  by 
■^edical  Officer  1,0 

Weighings  451 

Vaccinations  12 

Immuni sat  ions  128 


Only  one  lecture  was  given  but  this  was  due  to  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  Church  Hall  ready  for  lectures  after  the  weighings 


St.  Johns  Arnbulancc  As  social,  ion;. 

The  Voluntary  work  of  this  organisation  has  been  carried  on 
most  satisfactorily  during  1945ff  under  the  able  suporint- cndence 
of  Mr.  A.J,  Pengelly  and  the  untiring  work  Dr. COOPER, M. C . 


Humber  of  cases  removed  by  Ambulance  160 
Mileage  covered  6800 
Humber  of  Men  engaged  on  active  Duty  12 
Humber  of  women  engaged  on  Hursing  Duty  9 


The  Fishing  Industry  revived  considerably  towards  the  latter 
months  of  1945,  and  some  progress  was  made  in  October,  for  the 
preservation  of  surplus' catchments  of  Pilchard.  There  seems  every 
prospect  of  early  restoration  of  this  prosperous  pre-war  Industry. 

WATER. 

The  Water  supply  for  the  District  is  obtained  through  the 
South  East  Cornwall  Water  Board.  Looe  being  one  of  the  two 
constituent  Members  forming  the  Board. 

The  Water  supply  for  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
Quantity  and  Quality. 

The  Council  have  the  right  to  take  half  of  the  Board’s  Water 
up  to  400.000  per  day.  The  maximum  amount  used  per  day  was 
204,000  gallons,  while  the  minimum  amount  used  was  173,000  gallons 
per  day. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  tests  are  taken  by  the  South  Bast 
Cornwall  Board  Quarterly. 

SEWERAGE » 

The  Sewerage  and  Outfall  Works  Scheme  prepared  in  1937  for 
the  East  Cliff,  Plaidy  and  Millendreath  areas  was  again  brought 
forward  and  a  deputation  of  the  Council's  Members  met  an  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  London  to  consider  the  matter.  Whilst 
the  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  was  in  agreement  with  tbs  proposal 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  laboui?  and  the  shortage  of  materials,  he 
advised  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  carry  on  with  the  Scheme 
for  at  least  2  years. 

Bap torj.es.  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

These  were  periodically  inspected  but  nothing  of  on  unsatis¬ 
factory  nature  came  to  my  notied# 

POST-WAR  HOUSIHG. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable 
sites  fer  post-war  housing.  Several  sites  solocted  were  turned 
aown  because  of  Sky-line  development  and  other  objections,  but  near 
the  end  of  the  year  progress  was  made  for  the  acquisition  of  the 


•* 


V 
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Sun- ?.’i  sing  Estate  situated  in  East  Looe,  Lhe  Area  of  suitable 
bniJding  1 and  is  18,826  Acres,  has  a  southerly  aspect  and  will 
provide  room  for  115  Houses,  A  further  site  at  West  Looe  capable 
of  development  for  a  further  50  Houses  was  also  selected. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Signed)  E,P,  Joscelyne, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthc 


